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	Salmon Run


Salmon Migration

Directions: 

I.  Take a look at the satellite image below of the Pacific Northwest region of North America. On this image, can you locate the following features?  (You may need to refer to a map of the region).  Label each feature on a print out of the image.

1. Vancouver Island

2. The Pacific Ocean

3. Snowy mountain ranges of the Pacific Northwest

4. Seattle, Washington

5. Outer space

6. The Columbia River, in which salmon migrate to and from the ocean

7. Evidence of dams from outer space.  (Hint: What would you expect to occur near a dam that could be seen from many miles away in space?) 
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II. Take a look at the map below of the Columbia River Basin.  This is a map of the same region shown in the satellite image.  On the map, can you see where all the dams are located on the rivers?

Using this map, make a small circle on your satellite image (part I) to indicate the approximate locations of dams.

Looking at your satellite image and map, think about how far the salmon have to migrate to the ocean and back.  Place an “X” anywhere on the map below indicating where you think an individual salmon might return to spawn.  How many dams would your salmon need to cross in order to reach that spawning ground?
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Courtesy of US Army Corp of Engineers

Did you know?  If the salmon were to swim straight up into the outer space just outside the Earth’s atmosphere, the distance the salmon would swim is shorter than swimming the entire length of the Columbia River?  WOW!
