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	            Hold on Tight!
	Name_________


Root Explorations

You have observed some evidence that plants and soil are connected with each another.  The following questions will ask you to think a bit more about this interesting relationship.

1. Why are plants able to stand upright, even in strong winds, without coming out of the ground? 

2.  When you put the smooth toothpick into the soil and then pulled it out again, did dirt stick to it?_________  Why or why not?

3. Draw a “before” picture of what the root and soil mass looked like when you first saw it, and an “after” picture of what the roots looked like after the soil was removed:

	Before


	After


4. Consider the pictures you just drew.  Why do you think these plant roots are able to hold soil so well? 
