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Sharon B. Megdal
Director, University of Arizona Water Resources Research Center, Keynote Speaker

Sharon B. Megdal is Director of The University of Arizona Water Resources Research Center, an Extension and research unit in 

the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences. She also holds the titles: Professor and Specialist, Department Soil, Water, and 

Environmental Science; C.W. & Modene Neely Endowed Professor; and Distinguished Outreach Professor.  Her work focuses on 

water policy and management challenges and solutions, on which she writes and frequently speaks. Current projects include: 

comparative evaluation of water management, policy, and governance in growing, water-scarce regions; groundwater management 

and governance; groundwater recharge; and transboundary aquifer assessment.  Sharon, who holds a Ph.D. in Economics from 

Princeton University, is active in several national water organizations and is an elected member of Central Arizona Project board, 

which is responsible for the rates, taxes, and policies of the largest surface water conveyance project in Arizona. 
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