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EARTH: South Africa's Toxic Legacy: Acid mine drainage threatens water 
supplies
In the Witwatersrand goldfields, not far from bustling Johannesburg, South Africa, more than a century of mining has left the 

region littered with mounds of waste and underlain by a deep underground network of abandoned mine shafts, which are gradually 

filling with water. Today, the mines are producing less and less gold and more and more sulfuric acid.
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