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EARTH: U.S. Navy Navigates a Sea Change in the Arctic

Theideathat the Arctic is changing is not breaking news. Sea-ice extent has been declining by 12 percent per decade since 1979,
and the ice isthinning too. Because of this, new shipping routes are becoming accessible during the summer months, and the
Arctic is beginning to attract partiesinterested in resource exploration, scientific research and tourism. Therefore, amore
accessible Arctic not only means environmental changes, but also changesin our economy and our national security.
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