american

ﬁ'
[v geosciences

institute
connecting earth, science, and people

Published on American Geosciences Institute (https://www.americangeosciences.org)
Home > EARTH: Better Warnings for the Consequences of Earthquakes

EARTH: Better Warnings for the Consequences of Earthquakes

Global seismic hazard maps exist to help societies and decision-makers anticipate and prepare for earthquakes. These maps are
supposed to depict the maximum level of ground shaking likely to be produced by an earthquake in a given area. In the past
decade, however, ground motions and death tollsin areas struck by earthquakes have far exceeded these maps' projections. Thus,
scientists are calling into question the standard methods used to estimate seismic risk, and accepted assumptions and calculations
have come under fire.
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