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AGI Statement on the Conviction of Italian Seismologists

On October 22, 2012, in L'Aquila, Italy, six seismologists and one Italian government official were convicted of manslaughter and
sentenced to six yearsin prison. The seismologists and official had been on trial for not adequately warning the public about the
danger of apotential earthquake prior to the L'Aquila earthquake in April 2009 that killed 309 people. Central to the question of
manslaughter was whether there was a direct link between the reassuring statements of the commission on which the defendants
served and the deaths from the earthquake.
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