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Impact Assessment: How the Sequester Is Affecting the Geosciences 
Beginning March 1, 2013, the Federal Government's discretionary spending accounts will be cut by $85 billion through the rest of 

the fiscal year. These across-the-board spending reductions, known as the sequester, were first proposed in 2011 as a penalty so 

severe they would force Congress to work together to solve the nation's deficit woes. Unfortunately, no agreement on a package of 

replacement cuts or additional revenue in time to avoid the sequester has been made. We now face substantial cuts to critical 

programs, and want to know how the sequester is affecting geoscientists.
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