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EARTH: Releasing a Flood of Controversy on the Colorado River

Asthe Colorado River winds through the Colorado Plateau's soft sedimentary strata, it picks up atremendous amount of sediment.
This sediment - which once |eft the river's waters so muddy that Spanish explorers christened it El Rio Colorado "the reddish
river" - isavital component to the unique ecosystems of the river. However, with the construction of the Hoover and Glen Canyon
dams, which trap the sediment, the once-turbid waters have become a dazzling blue-green, signaling major changes with serious
implications for the health of the river's native ecosystems.
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