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EARTH: Scientists Reopen a Lunar Cold Case
When Apollo 17 splashed down in the Pacific Ocean on Dec. 19, 1972, it ended an era of manned spaceflight to the moon. The 

science, however, continues. Armed with analytical techniques not available in the 1970s, researchers around the country have 

been re-examining the more than 380 kilograms of lunar rocks collected four decades ago during the Apollo missions.
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