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EARTH: Community College at Sea - Research Experiences for Community 
College Students Build the STEM Pipeline
It's 3 a.m., and students from two Oregon community colleges are struggling to keep their sea legs as they work on the deck of a 

research vessel that is pitching and rolling in rough seas. Their objective is to recover an ocean-bottom seismometer that has been 

lying 160 meters underwater off the west coast of Vancouver Island, where it has been steadily recording seismic signals and long-

period pressure trends for the past year. These students are experiencing what earth scientists do for a living, as a part of the 

Cascadia Initiative's CC@Sea program.
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