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House advances Keystone XL bill

On May 22, 2013 the House voted 241-175 to approve H.R. 3: The Northern Route Approval Act, which seeks to approve the
construction, operation, and maintenance of the Keystone XL Pipeline. If enacted, the bill would alow for the construction of the
pipeline without a presidential permit, and would greatly streamline other permitting processes normally required by the Secretary
of Interior and the Army. The bill still needs to be approved by the full Senate and the President before it can be enacted into law.
Signs from the White House indicated that President Obama would likely veto the bill because of the language exempting the
pipeline from a presidential permit.
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