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The latest research suggests humans first arrived in the Americas as early as 16,000 years ago, but using which path - along the 

Pacific coast, through an inland ice-free corridor, or from the East along the Atlantic coast - remains controversial. Archaeologists 

and geologists are working to try to answer the question of how and when the first Americans arrived. In the January issue of 

EARTH Magazine, their work is showcased, reexamining the origins of our shared geoheritage in light of new evidence.

 

As the world's coastlines shifted after the end of the last ice age, the locations of artifacts left by the first Americans shifted with 

them. To retrieve these human relics, researchers are venturing onto beaches, into intertidal zones, and even underwater. 

Significant finds have been made in Alaska, British Columbia and California that support the favored Pacific pathway, but also in 

Florida, Maryland and Virginia, which point to the existence of a Gulf Coast corridor or a route across the North Atlantic. To learn 

more about the archaeological excavation methods, what has been found, and what the findings may mean, read the full article in 

EARTH Magazine: http://www.earthmagazine.org/article/first-americans-how-and-when-were-americas-populated.

 

The January issue of EARTH Magazine is now available online, giving you a closer look at Mercury's surface geology - including 

evidence of recent tectonic activity - and a new interview with Professor Raymond S. Bradley, an internationally renowned 

paleoclimatologist. For these stories and more, subscribe to EARTH Magazine.

 

###

 

Keep up to date with the latest happenings in Earth, energy and environment news with EARTH Magazine online at 

www.earthmagazine.org. Published by the American Geosciences Institute, EARTH is your source for the science behind the 

headlines.

 

###

 

The American Geosciences Institute is a nonprofit federation of geoscientific and professional associations that represents more 

than 250,000 geologists, geophysicists and other earth scientists. Founded in 1948, AGI provides information services to 

geoscientists, serves as a voice of shared interests in the profession, plays a major role in strengthening geoscience education, and 

strives to increase public awareness of the vital role the geosciences play in society's use of resources, resiliency to natural 

hazards, and interaction with the environment.
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