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Do you know the earthquake risk in your neighborhood? If not, that information is now available in the palm of your hand. 

Founded by two former U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) employees, Temblor is a free app that allows people to view interactive 

seismic hazard maps on their smartphones, tablets or computers. It also teaches U.S. homeowners to factor earthquake and 

landslide risk into their financial decisions, like where to live and what insurance to buy. The February issue of EARTH Magazine 

takes a closer a look at Temblor, highlighting the app's recent successes and goals for the future.  

 

While state geological surveys and USGS have lots of seismic data, many of the data files are only viewable with GIS software, 

making them inaccessible to much of the interested public. Temblor draws most of its data from these reputable sources, and its 

simplified format allows these data to reach new audiences. Since Temblor's release in May 2016, its interactive maps have seen 

more than 150,000 views per month. To learn more about Temblor, read their guest feature in EARTH Magazine: 

https://www.earthmagazine.org/article/temblor-app-brings-home-your-seismic-hazard.

 

The February issue of EARTH Magazine is now available online. Read about the oldest-known avian voice box, a recent 

paleontological find that suggests that some dinosaur calls would have resembled the quacking of modern ducks. Or hear about the 

latest news in Mars exploration with the Red Planet Roundup. For these stories and more, subscribe to EARTH Magazine.

 

###

 

Keep up to date with the latest happenings in Earth, energy and environment news with EARTH Magazine online at 

www.earthmagazine.org. Published by the American Geosciences Institute, EARTH is your source for the science behind the 

headlines.

 

###

 

The American Geosciences Institute is a nonprofit federation of geoscientific and professional associations that represents more 

than 250,000 geologists, geophysicists and other earth scientists. Founded in 1948, AGI provides information services to 

geoscientists, serves as a voice of shared interests in the profession, plays a major role in strengthening geoscience education, and 

strives to increase public awareness of the vital role the geosciences play in society's use of resources, resiliency to natural 

hazards, and interaction with the environment.
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