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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Maeve Boland (mboland@agiweb.org)

November 19, 2013

Energy from the Earth: A Geoscience Energy Congressional Briefing Series

Alexandria, VA – The American Geosciences Institute in collaboration with the Geoscience Energy Briefing Consortium 

announces the debut event of the Energy from the Earth: Practical Geoscience to Inform Energy Legislation briefing series:

Energy from the Earth: Practical Geoscience to Inform Energy Legislation

21 November 2013

1:00PM – 2:00PM

1324 Longworth House Office Building

The Energy from the Earth congressional briefing series will highlight the importance of geoscience information for sound energy 

and environmental legislation. The series will focus on the geological resources (petroleum, natural gas, coal, uranium, thorium, 

geothermal, and water) that supported almost 90 percent of the energy consumed by the United States in 2011.

The first event, sponsored by Rep. Doc Hastings, Chairman of the House Committee on Natural Resources, will feature speakers 

Brenda Pierce, Program Coordinator of the U.S. Geological Survey’s Energy Resources Program, and Scott W. Tinker, Professor 

and State Geologist of Texas, The University of Texas at Austin, and a Trustee of the American Geosciences Institute Foundation. 

They will provide an overview of the range of energy options available in the United States and the geoscience that underpins 

those options. Gene Whitney, an independent consultant in Washington, D.C., will moderate the event.

The Geoscience Energy Briefing Consortium will hold subsequent briefings beginning in January 2014, covering topics including 

geothermal energy, natural gas exports, nuclear energy, shale oil and gas, oil sands, and energy exploration.

###

The Geoscience Energy Briefing Consortium consists of geoscientific professional societies and federal agencies, including the 

American Association for the Advancement of Science, the American Association of Petroleum Geologists, the American 

Geophysical Union, the American Geosciences Institute, the Association of American State Geologists, the Geological Society of 

America, the National Science Foundation’s Directorate for Geosciences, and the U.S. Geological Survey.

The American Geosciences Institute is a nonprofit federation of geoscientific and professional associations that represents more 

than 250,000 geologists, geophysicists and other earth scientists. Founded in 1948, AGI provides information services to 

geoscientists, serves as a voice of shared interests in the profession, plays a major role in strengthening geosciences education, and 

strives to increase public awareness of the vital role geosciences play in society’s use of resources, resiliency to natural hazards, 

and interaction with the environment.
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