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Galileo’s commitment to Copernican cosmology — with Earth orbiting the sun — despite his 17th-century inquisition and 

imprisonment by Roman Catholic authorities remains a pivotal moment in the history of modern physics and astronomy, and in 

the history of tension between science and religion. Though today we take the fundamentals Galileo espoused for granted, in his 

day, the scientific debate among proponents of different celestial models remained hotly contested. 
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