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Waste Management
Although our industrial society produces a variety of solid wastes and waste waters, over the past 50 years we have made progress 

in disposing of them safely in landfills, by incineration, and in underground injection wells. Many wastes are also increasingly 

recycled or reused.

Basics

An essential goal of waste management is to dispose of waste without contaminating water, soil, and air. Many wastes are 

disposed of safely in engineered landfills, by incineration, and in underground injection wells. All of these processes of waste 

management are monitored and regulated closely.[1] Waste management can also provide economic opportunity: generating 

energy from landfill gas; recycling to produce new materials from used plastic, paper, glass, or metal; or composting to produce 

rich soil from yard and food waste.   Read more
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Do you have a question that's not listed here?  Search all FAQs

Explore Related Topics

Climate

Climate has an enormous impact on society, with wide-ranging effects on public safety and health, the economy, transportation, 

infrastructure, and agriculture. Geoscientists investigate our climate's past and present to better understand how it may change in 

the future.

Water Quality

Water quality refers to whether water is suitable for a certain purpose, like drinking or irrigation. Both natural and man-made 

factors can affect water quality. Contaminants can include bacteria, metals, and man-made chemicals like pesticides or 

pharmaceutical drugs.

Maps & Visualizations

Interactive map of hazardous waste cleanups in the United States

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) provides an interactive map of hazardous waste cleanups across the United 

States. The "Cleanups in My Community" map provides a huge amount of information on thousands of cleanups of many kinds. 

For every cleanup, users can access and download reports...
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Geoscientists in Petroleum and Environment

Introduction Geoscience – the study of the Earth – underpins our understanding of the many intersections between petroleum 

and the environment, from the search for resources to the study of air pollutants. Without the work of geoscientists, we would 

have neither the energy system nor the...
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Webinars & Forums

Making Produced Water More Productive

Geoscience is essential to our understanding and management of produced water, an inevitable by-product of oil and gas 

development. This Critical Issues webinar provides a scientific and regulatory background of produced water, how it is 

commonly disposed, what opportunities exist for the re-use...
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