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AGI Launches Study of COVID-19 Impacts on the Geosciences
The American Geosciences Institute (AGI) is pleased to announce the recent launch of its Geoscience COVID-19 study, a year-

long study to capture the nature and extent of impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on the geoscience workforce and academic 

programs. This study aims to understand how geoscience employers and educational institutions are changing their workplace and 

instructional environments and to discover which of these changes will become permanent.

 

"As our society moves forward through this pandemic, and potentially similar situations in the future, it is critical to understand 

how our educational system, workforce, and the geoscience profession responded to sudden remote work and how to better 

prepare and respond in the future," said Keri Nutter, former and incoming AGI Executive Committee member and past president 

of the American Institute of Professional Geologists. "The current pandemic has changed the way we approach our daily lives and 

collecting data on the response can aid academic institutions and professional workplaces for success among these adjustments."

 

The study is open to those who lead geoscience companies, organizations, or academic departments, and to all geoscientists, 

including students, retired, and those not currently employed, who reside in the United States, and are at least 18 years old. A brief 

online survey will be sent to study participants twice a month and will only take a few minutes to complete. Results from the study 

will be reported only in aggregate and in a manner that ensures the confidentiality of the responses.

 

By establishing a baseline of pre- and post- COVID-19 workplace environments and an understanding of the types, magnitude and 

permanency of changes to geoscience academic programs, departments, employers, and the workforce, this study will aid 

academic institutions, employers and decision makers to both effectively move forward in the changed environment post-COVID 

and in improving response and recovery planning for future crises of similar nature.

 

AGI is reporting findings as they become available through its Geoscience Currents that are published on the study's website. For 

more information about the study and to participate, please visit https://www.americangeosciences.org/workforce/covid19

 

Funding for this project is provided by the National Science Foundation (Award #2029570). The results and interpretation of the 

survey are the views of the American Geosciences Institute and not those of the National Science Foundation.

 

About AGI

The American Geosciences Institute (AGI) is a nonprofit federation of scientific and professional associations 

that represents over a quarter-million geoscientists worldwide. Founded in 1948, AGI provides geoscientists with 

access to scholarly information, serves as a voice of shared interests in the profession, plays a major role in 

strengthening geoscience education, and strives to increase public awareness of the vital role the geosciences 

play in society's use of resources, resiliency to natural hazards, and health of the environment.

 

AGI is a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization dedicated to serving the geoscience community and addressing the 

needs of society. AGI headquarters are in Alexandria, Virginia.

 

The American Geosciences Institute represents and serves the geoscience community by providing collaborative 

leadership and information to connect Earth, science, and people.
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