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There is a slogan seen from time to time on T-shirts or the back of pick-up-trucks that reads: 'Earth first â€“ we'll mine the other 

planets later'.  The words simultaneously reflect the limits of resources here on Earth, expectations that demand will exceed 

availability, and belief that technology will allow mankind to go into space to source resources in the future. The message can be 

read as optimistic, realistic or fatalistic, depending on your point of view. For many it remains close to the realm of fantasy, but as 

the articles in this edition of the magazin...
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