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AGI Welcomes Dr. Eric Riggs as Executive Committee President
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Maureen Moses (mmoses@americangeosciences.org or 703-379-2480 x.244)
10/16/14
Alexandria, Va. — The American Geosciences Institute welcomes Dr. Eric M. Riggs asits President for the 2014-2015 year. With
him, Riggs brings a passion for geoscience, geoscience education and the desire to create an inclusive and diverse geoscience
community.
“One of the outcomes of my term as President, | hope, will be arenewed focus on the future of the Geoscience workforce,
especially related to diversity and inclusion,” Riggs said. “Given the large projected workforce shortages by AGI and others, we
now more than ever need to refocus and redouble our efforts as a community to attract and retain talent from all segments of our
society.”
Riggs has had a distinguished career in geoscience education. As the President of AGI Member Organization the National
Association of Geoscience Teachers (NAGT), Riggs worked with AGI for the first time by participating as a representative to the
AGI Member Society Council. His research teams have brought in a combined total of $10.3 million over his career trying to
better understand the cognitive processes of how students |earn geoscience concepts, and issues related to recruitment and
retention of a diverse population within the geosciences. He has been invited to speak at events hosted by the AGI member
organizations Geological Society of America, the American Geophysical Union, NAGT, and multiple universities.
L eadership roles and work within AGI member organizations have helped Riggs gain arobust knowledge of the organizations that
make up the AGI federation—uvaluable information for his presidency. “Many member societies have outstanding programs
moving in the direction of reaching out to ethnic and cultural minatory communities, attracting and retaining women and
broadening participation of individuals with disabilities. The role of AGI can and should be to coordinate the leaders of these
programs to make sure that as a community we are doing everything we can; placing resources and effort where it will be most
effective.”
Riggsis currently the Assistant Dean at Texas A&M University, aswell as a Research Associate Professor at the Department of
Geology and Geophysics. He has previously been affiliated with Purdue University, Indiana University, and San Diego State
University.
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The American Geosciences Institute (AGI) isthe global leader in geoscience information. AGI is anonprofit federation of 49
geoscientific and professional associations that represents more than 250,000 geol ogists, geophysicists and other earth scientists.
Founded in 1948, AGI provides information services to geoscientists, serves as a voice of shared interests in the profession, plays
amajor role in strengthening geoscience education, and strives to increase public awareness of the vital role the geosciences play
in society's use of resources, resiliency to natural hazards, and interaction with the environment.
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