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ALEXANDRIA, Va. – Sally Jewell, the conservationist, petroleum engineer, former President and CEO of Recreational 

Equipment, Incorporated (REI), and former U.S. Secretary of the Interior, will serve as a major national spokesperson for the 

American Geosciences Institute (AGI). The Institute has named Jewell as its Earth Science Education Ambassador; Jewell will 

highlight the need for strong Earth science instruction throughout K-12 education and will be the principal spokesperson for 

Earth Science Week 2018 (October 14-20), which will focus on the theme "Earth as Inspiration."

 

"Throughout Secretary Jewell's distinguished career as an engineer, business executive, and public servant, she has demonstrated 

an appreciation for the Earth and how people connect to it," said AGI Executive Director Allyson Anderson Book. "And she is a 

recognized leader, particularly in the area of youth engagement on public lands." As Secretary of the Interior, Jewell launched a 

four-year initiative to encourage millions of young people to play, learn, serve, and work in America's great outdoors, engaging 51 

cities across the nation and leveraging funds from the private sector to support the effort.

 

An avid outdoor enthusiast, Jewell has climbed Mount Vinson, the tallest mountain in Antarctica, as well as Mont Blanc, Western 

Europe's highest peak, and has ascended Mount Rainier seven times. Her dedication to creating deep connections between young 

people and our planet will inform her role as AGI's Earth Science Education Ambassador and makes her an ideal spokesperson for 

Earth Science Week 2018, which will showcase the visual and performing arts and how artists are inspired by the Earth's natural 

systems.

 

Anderson Book concluded, "I believe Secretary Jewell's enthusiasm – for learning about our shared Earth and inspiring children to 

understand how Earth is intertwined with our lives and culture – is universal, and we at AGI are delighted for the opportunity to 

work closely with her in the coming year."

 

About AGI

 

The American Geosciences Institute (AGI) is a nonprofit federation of 52 scientific and professional associations that represents 

more than 260,000 geoscientists. Founded in 1948, AGI provides information services to geoscientists, serves as a voice of shared 

interests in the profession, plays a major role in strengthening geoscience education, and strives to increase public awareness of the 

vital role the geosciences play in society's use of resources, resiliency to natural hazards, and interaction with the environment.

 

AGI is a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization dedicated to serving the geoscience community and addressing the needs of society. 

AGI headquarters are in Alexandria, Virginia.

 

The American Geosciences Institute represents and serves the geoscience community by providing collaborative leadership and 

information to connect Earth, science, and people.
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