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hardness points

har dness points. Small, pointed pieces of minerals of different hardness, affixed to handles and used for testing the hardness of
another mineral by ascertaining which point will scratch it. Minerals of hardness 6 to 10 on the Mohs scale are usually used asthe
points for testing gemstones. Because of the potential for damage, this test is not routinely used on faceted gemstones.
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