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11/24/2015

Alexandria, VA - AnnaLee of Suwanee, Georgia, won first placein the visual arts contest with a creative painting showing
colorful connections among Earth systemsin her community. Finalists were Akhshith Rengaraju, Swetha Karthikeyan, Nia
Maheshwari, and Ava Chang. Studentsin grades K-5 made two-dimensional artworks illustrating the theme "Picturing Earth
Systems."

Mary Lide Parker of Chapel Hill, North Carolina, won first place in the photo contest with her image of hiking along afrigid
cliffside. Finalists were Simon Lucas Taylor, Orion Martin, Ezra Hanlin, and James Saunders. Submissionsillustrated the theme
"Earth Systems Interacting.”

Henry Harris of Virginia Beach, Virginia, won first place in the essay contest with his paper on "Soil Moisture and Its Importance
to Society." Finalists were Cayden Martin, Leif Darnall, Alexandra Perez, and Omar Khan. Studentsin grades 6-9 wrote essays of
up to 300 words addressing this year's theme, "Earth Science Visualization Today."

Congratulations to the winners, finalists, and hundreds of students and others who entered. Each first-place winner receives $300
and a " Geoscience Handbook." Entries submitted by winners and finalists are posted online at
http://www.earthsciweek.org/contests/2015.
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Reaching over 50 million people annually, Earth Science Week has been led by AGI in cooperation with its sponsors and the
geoscience community since 1998. Earth Science Week 2016 will be celebrated October 9-15, 2016. To learn more, please visit
www.earthsciweek.org. To order Toolkits, please visit www.earthsciweek.org/materials. Y ou may also call AGI Publications to
place your order at 703-379-2480.
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The American Geosciences Institute is a nonprofit federation of geoscientific and professional associations that represents more
than 250,000 geologists, geophysicists and other earth scientists. Founded in 1948, AGI provides information services to
geoscientists, serves as avoice of shared interests in the profession, plays a major role in strengthening geoscience education, and
strives to increase public awareness of the vital role the geosciences play in society's use of resources, resiliency to natural
hazards, and interaction with the environment.
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