
Hydropower is the largest renewable energy resource in the 
United States and provided about 6 percent of total U.S. 
energy generation in 2014, according to the Energy Information 
Administration*. Washington, Oregon, New York, and California 
are a few of the top hydropower producing states but nearly all 
states generate at least some hydroelectric power. Research is 
helping to expand the variety of hydropower technologies, which 
are being deployed at a range of scales.

Hydropower’s complex interdependencies with other land and 
reservoir uses make it unique in our energy generation portfolio 
and affect our decisions on its continued use and expansion. 
Informed policy must consider the current state of the hydropower 
industry, new technological directions, and the range of 
environmental issues facing the future of hydropower in the U.S.

In this briefing, speakers will address key questions about 
hydropower, including: 

•	 What is the current role of hydropower in the  
United States? 

•	 What are the issues related to land and water 
resources, now and in the future? 

•	 What new technologies are available or being 
developed for hydropower? 

•	 What are the challenges facing the future  
development of hydropower?

*http://www.eia.gov/energyexplained/index.cfm?page=hydropower_home
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