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	Did you know…?

	Caribou (Rangifer tarandus)
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	Caribou (also known as reindeer, if they are domesticated) are numerous in  many arctic tundra areas including Alaska.  They prefer open tundra areas in the summer but prefer wintering in taiga, the moist evergreen forest bordering the northern tundra to the south.  Caribou eat grasses, sedges, and berries.
	Arctic tundra of Alaska, Russia, and Scandinavia
(breeding season)

	From open tundra to the taiga of lower latitudes (winter season)
	Some small herds don't migrate at all, but the average migration is approximately 600km (360 miles) between breeding and wintering grounds. Some individuals have traveled up to 1800km (1080 miles) during migration.  Caribou have been observed to jump in to the Arctic Ocean during the breeding season to escape the non-stop buzz of large mosquitoes!


