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	Finding the Balance:

Vocabulary List


Average:  
The average is most commonly thought of as the “mean” of a set of numbers.  However, “average” may be any measure of central tendency including the mean, mode, or median.

Mean:
One measure of central tendency that is found by adding all numbers in a set of data, then dividing by the total number of data points added together.  The mean takes into consideration all data points in a set of numbers. 

Median:
One measure of central tendency.  The median of a set of numbers is the number in the middle of the distribution (after the distribution of numbers has been ordered from smallest to largest).  

Mode:
One measure of central tendency.  The mode of a set of numbers is the number in the set that occurs most frequently.  A set of numbers may not have a mode, or it may have multiple modes.

Prairie dog:
 A ground squirrel found in the western United States.

Birth rate:
The number of babies born to a certain population over a period of time is called the “birth rate” of the population.

Litter:
When an animal gives birth, the entire group of babies is called the “litter.”



