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	Pixel Mosaic
	


What is a pixel?
All digital images are made up of very small squares, or “pixels” placed side by side to make up the whole image. In fact, if you are reading this on a computer screen, your eyes are actually seeing the combination of millions of small picture elements, or pixels, which taken together form the letters of this sentence.  Digital imagery taken from hand-held cameras, satellites, and airplanes all are made up of pixels. It is important to understand the concept of a pixel when looking at satellite imagery because the size of the pixel will determine the level of detail that can be studied in the image. 
For example, consider the images shown below. On the left is a portion of the city of Brighton, Colorado, taken from an airplane.  Several ground features are easily identifiable. However, when zooming in to the tennis courts (as seen on the right) one can tell that there is a limit to the amount of detail that can be examined.  
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Can you see the pixels in the tennis court photo on the right?  Find these tennis courts on the left-hand image.
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