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EARTH Magazine: Climate, Terroir and Wine: What Ma  ers Most in Producing a Great Wine?

Alexandria, VA – What goes into a great wine and what role does geology play? Wine experts use the word terroir to 
describe the myriad environmental infl uences, including climate, that go into growing winegrapes. Climate is arguably the 
most infl uen  al factor and it produces the most iden  fi able diff erences among wines. So how is climate change aff ec  ng 
wines globally? And how do other factors, such as the bedrock below the vineyard and the soil, produce subtle expressions 
in wine?

Increasingly, geoscien  sts have been asked to help iden  fy the most important aspects of terroir and help defi ne the 
boundaries between nature and nurture. Climatologist and vi  culturalist Greg Jones discusses the complexity of nature’s 
eff ects on wine and the latest scien  fi c research in the January issue of EARTH Magazine: h  p://bit.ly/1cGJoTV. For more 
geoscience news, including a story on how environmental changes may have caused Late Bronze Age crisis, a discussion 
about legal issues in hazards research, and a  dbit on how to map auroras on the cheap, buy the full issue, or subscribe at 
www.earthmagazine.org.

###

Keep up to date with the latest happenings in Earth, energy and environment news with EARTH magazine online at h  p://
www.earthmagazine.org/. Published by the American Geosciences Ins  tute, EARTH is your source for the science behind 
the headlines.

The American Geosciences Ins  tute is a nonprofi t federa  on of 50 geoscien  fi c and professional associa  ons that represents 
more than 250,000 geologists, geophysicists and other earth scien  sts. Founded in 1948, AGI provides informa  on services 
to geoscien  sts, serves as a voice of shared interests in the profession, plays a major role in strengthening geoscience 
educa  on, and strives to increase public awareness of the vital role the geosciences play in society’s use of resources, 
resiliency to natural hazards, and interac  on with the environment.


