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AGI Adopts the New Name of the American Geosciences Institute 
 

 

Alexandria, VA - The American Geological Institute (AGI) is announcing that as of October 1, 2011 it 

is formally adopting the name the American Geosciences Institute.  AGI has a rich history of nearly 65 

years as the American Geological Institute providing support to the profession and the public through a 

wide array of  programs in the geosciences.  In the past several years, AGI has grown to 50 Member 

Societies, reflecting approximately a quarter of a million geoscientists in the United States alone. The 

disciplinary diversity of these societies has broadened as well, including space scientists, geographers, 

geophysicists, soil scientists, hydrogeologists, paleobotanists, educators, geobiologists, geoscientists 

involved in human health, and information specialists. AGI, as federation of these 50 Member Societies, 

is evolving to represent the integrative nature of geoscience across these fields.   

 

"To understand the Earth and its workings, many aspects of the geosciences are required, by changing to 

the American Geosciences Institute, AGI is recognizing the inherently integrative nature of our 

profession and as a way to celebrate the robust nature of the profession and practice today," says P. 

Patrick Leahy, AGI Executive Director. 

 

The American Geosciences Institute is a nonprofit federation of 50 geoscientific and professional 

associations that represents more than 250,000 geologists, geophysicists and other earth scientists. 

Founded in 1948, AGI provides information services to geoscientists, serves as a voice of shared 

interests in the profession, plays a major role in strengthening geoscience education, and strives to 

increase public awareness of the vital role the geosciences play in society's use of resources, resiliency 

to natural hazards, and interaction with the environment.  Find more information on AGI at 

http://www.agiweb.org. 
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