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EARTH Magazine: The History, Science and Poetry of New England’s Stone Walls

Alexandria, Va. — When author John-Manuel Andriote returned to his hometown in New England 
after years away, he noticed something that had been invisible to him while growing up there — 
the old stone walls tumbling off  into the forests. The realization that the crumbling and overgrown 
walls meant those forests had once been cleared farm lands set Andriote on a years-long journey of 
discovery that highlights the intersections of geologic and human history.

The story of New England’s stone walls begins with the glaciers of the last ice age, meanders 
through the Colonial and early New England farming eras, ebbs during industrialization in America 
as the walls were abandoned and fell into disrepair, renews with their romanticization in the poetry 
of Robert Frost and the writings of Henry David Thoreau, and continues today with their rediscovery 
and refurbishment.

Follow along with the Andriote and stone wall expert and University of Connecticut geologist 
Robert M. Thorson as they explore the geology and history of these iconic New England structures 
in the June issue of EARTH Magazine: http://bit.ly/1lZx4Tk. 

For more stories about the science of our planet, check out EARTH Magazine online or subscribe at 
www.earthmagazine.org. The June issue, now available on the digital newsstand, features stories 
on deep-sea mining, social science improving tornado warnings, and solar wind turning rock into 
water, plus much, much more.  

###

Keep up to date with the latest happenings in Earth, energy and environment news with EARTH 
magazine online at: http://www.earthmagazine.org. Published by the American Geosciences Institute, 
EARTH is your source for the science behind the headlines.

The American Geosciences Institute is a nonprofi t federation of 49 geoscientifi c and professional 
associations that represents more than 250,000 geologists, geophysicists and other earth scientists. 
Founded in 1948, AGI provides information services to geoscientists, serves as a voice of shared 
interests in the profession, plays a major role in strengthening geoscience education, and strives to 
increase public awareness of the vital role the geosciences play in society’s use of resources, resiliency 
to natural hazards, and interaction with the environment.


