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EARTH Magazine: California: A Profusion of Drought Restrictions with Varying Results

Alexandria, Va. — At times last year, 100 percent of California experienced moderate to exceptional 
drought conditions; even after massive storms in December, almost 80 percent of the state was still 
under extreme drought, the second-worst category. The drought has been ongoing for a few years now, 
and last year, state and local officials created new drought restrictions designed to mitigate the effects. 
But whether these restrictions will make a dent in California’s water shortage amid the ongoing and 
historic drought remains to be seen.

Last year, Gov. Jerry Brown mandated the tracking of monthly personal water usage for the first time. In 
addition, water districts around the state also took up varying degrees of drought restrictions, including 
such strategies as raising water prices and severely limiting outdoor irrigation. Read more about the 
tracking and restrictions, as well as how they have changed personal water usage, in the February issue 
of EARTH magazine: http://www.earthmagazine.org/article/california-profusion-drought-restrictions-
varying-results.   

For more stories about the science of our planet, check out EARTH magazine online or subscribe at 
www.earthmagazine.org. The February issue, now available on the digital newsstand, features stories 
on new tracers that can identify fracking fluids in the environment, a stegosaurus’ deadly battle with an 
allosaurus, and a geological and historical exploration of the rocks, reefs and beaches of Bermuda, plus 
much, much more.

###

Keep up to date with the latest happenings in Earth, energy and environment news with EARTH 
Magazine online at: http://www.earthmagazine.org. Published by the American Geosciences Institute, 
EARTH is your source for the science behind the headlines.

The American Geosciences Institute is the global leader in geoscience information. AGI is a non 
profit federation of 50 geoscientific and professional associations that represents more than 250,000 
geologists, geophysicists and other earth scientists. Founded in 1948, AGI provides information 
services to geoscientists, serves as a voice of shared interests in the profession, plays a major role in 
strengthening geoscience education, and strives to increase public awareness of the vital role the 
geosciences play in society’s use of resources, resiliency to natural hazards, and interaction with the 
environment.
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