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EARTH: La Nifna Could Set the Stage for Flu Pandemics

Alexandria, VA - What do changes in weather and stressed-out birds have to do with your health? In a study
in Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, Jeffry Shaman of Columbia University and Marc Lipsitch
of Harvard University are beginning to see a new link between La Nifia conditions and outbreaks of the flu
that could help governments and public health officials determine when the next pandemic will strike.

To examine the connection between La Nifia and flu pandemics, Shaman and Lipsitch looked at the four
most recent, well-dated human influenza pandemics — 1918, 1957, 1968 and 2009 — and compared them
to El Nifo Southern Oscillation conditions. Is the relationship between the two causal or coincidental? What
other factors could contribute to this strange concurrence? Find out more online at
http://www.earthmagazine.org/article/la-ni%C3%B1a-could-set-stage-flu-pandemics.

Knowledge is contagious! Be sure to check out the April issue of EARTH Magazine to read this story and
more. Unearth the mechanics of crustal thinning; learn how earthquakes temporarily change groundwater
temperature; and discover how bacteria can improve oil sands remediation.
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Keep up to date with the latest happenings in Earth, energy and environment news with EARTH magazine
online at http://www.earthmagazine.org/. Published by the American Geosciences Institute, EARTH is your
source for the science behind the headlines.

The American Geosciences Institute is a nonprofit federation of 50 geoscientific and professional associa-
tions that represents more than 250,000 geologists, geophysicists and other earth scientists. Founded in
1948, AGI provides information services to geoscientists, serves as a voice of shared interests in the profes-
sion, plays a major role in strengthening geoscience education, and strives to increase public awareness of
the vital role the geosciences play in society’s use of resources, resiliency to natural hazards, and interaction
with the environment.



