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E A R T H :  D a n g e r o u s  D u s t

Alexandria, VA – What would you do if you found out that the roads you drive on could cause cancer? This 
is the reality that residents face in Dunn County, North Dakota.  For roughly 30 years, gravel containing the 
potentially carcinogenic mineral erionite was spread on nearly 500 kilometers of roads, playgrounds, parking 
lots, and even flower beds throughout Dunn County.

Concerns about erionite were first unveiled in Central Anatolia, Turkey, where an epidemic of mesothelioma 
— a normally rare cancer of the smooth lining of the chest, lungs, heart and abdomen — was responsible for 
up to 50 percent of the deaths in some villages. Although it is found in 12 states, erionite remains an unregu-
lated mineral in the U.S. because it has not been used commercially and was previously thought that, unlike 
asbestos, human exposure was extremely limited. However, new evidence of its prevalence and dangers is 
coming to light, and scientists are beginning to wonder whether we should be worried. Find out more at 
http://www.earthmagazine.org/article/dangerous-dust-erionite-asbestos-mineral-causing-cancer-epidemic-
turkey-found-least-13. 

###

Read this story and more in the February issue of EARTH Magazine, available online now at http://www.
earthmagazine.org/. Unearth Antarctica’s mysterious mountains; discover clues to how human migration fol-
lowed the water sources; and date the lakes of Africa’s Kilamanjaro, all in this month’s issue of EARTH. 

Keep up to date with the latest happenings in Earth, energy and environment news with EARTH magazine 
online at http://www.earthmagazine.org/. Published by the American Geosciences Institute, EARTH is your 
source for the science behind the headlines.

The American Geosciences Institute is a nonprofit federation of 50 geoscientific and professional associa-
tions that represents more than 250,000 geologists, geophysicists and other earth scientists. Founded in 
1948, AGI provides information services to geoscientists, serves as a voice of shared interests in the profes-
sion, plays a major role in strengthening geoscience education, and strives to increase public awareness of 
the vital role the geosciences play in society’s use of resources, resiliency to natural hazards, and interaction 
with the environment.


