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E A R T H :  U n e a r t h i n g  A n t a r c t i c a’s  M y s t e r i o u s  M o u n t a i n s

Alexandria, VA – Buried more than a kilometer beneath the East Antarctica Ice sheet, the Gamburstev Sub-
glacial Mountains have proven to be a geological puzzle for more than 5 decades. How did these mountains 
form? When did they form? And what makes this ancient mountain range one of the least-understood tec-
tonic features on Earth? 

The Gamburstevs lie under the highest point in Antarctica: the 4,000-meter-high Dome Argus Plateau. The 
mountain range, in the middle of an ancient continental craton, has a thick, crustal root and high topogra-
phy. Locked under the ice, frozen in time, what secrets could the Gamburstevs reveal about the evolution of 
our planet? Look below the ice and read the rest of the story available online here http://www.earthmaga-
zine.org/article/unearthing-antarcticas-mysterious-mountains.

Read this story and more in the February issue of EARTH Magazine, available online now at http://www.
earthmagazine.org/. Learn how minute particles in our atmosphere affect clouds and rainfall; unlock the 
mystery to the moon’s magnetism; and read about boron, EARTH’s mineral resource of the month.

###

Keep up to date with the latest happenings in Earth, energy and environment news with EARTH magazine 
online at http://www.earthmagazine.org/. Published by the American Geosciences Institute, EARTH is your 
source for the science behind the headlines.

The American Geosciences Institute is a nonprofit federation of 50 geoscientific and professional associa-
tions that represents more than 250,000 geologists, geophysicists and other earth scientists. Founded in 
1948, AGI provides information services to geoscientists, serves as a voice of shared interests in the profes-
sion, plays a major role in strengthening geoscience education, and strives to increase public awareness of 
the vital role the geosciences play in society’s use of resources, resiliency to natural hazards, and interaction 
with the environment.


