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E A R T H :  R e l e a s i n g  a  F l o o d  o f  C o n t r o v e r s y  o n  t h e  C o l o r a d o  R i v e r 

Alexandria, VA – As the Colorado River winds through the Colorado Plateau’s soft sedimentary strata, it picks up a 
tremendous amount of sediment. This sediment – which once left the river’s waters so muddy that Spanish explorers 
christened it El Rio Colorado “the reddish river” – is a vital component to the unique ecosystems of the river. However, 
with the construction of the Hoover and Glen Canyon dams, which trap the sediment, the once-turbid waters have 
become a dazzling blue-green, signaling major changes with serious implications for the health of the river’s native 
ecosystems. 

In an attempt to study the impact the dams have on the geomorphology and biology of the Grand Canyon, scientists 
have been experimenting with high flow episodes – periodically flooding the dam to try to recreate its native 
environment. Could controlled flooding benefit native fish, sandbars and cultural sites that have been drastically 
altered by the dams’ construction and 50 years of operation? Or is the Colorado River forever changed? Read the story 
online and find out at http://bit.ly/13BSDTd.  

Read this story and more in the March issue of EARTH Magazine available online now. Discover how ancient minerals 
rode icebergs across the Atlantic; join Voyager on the magnetic highway to interstellar space; and meet the new 
candidate for oldest dinosaur all in this month’s issue of EARTH. 

###

Keep up to date with the latest happenings in Earth, energy and environment news with EARTH magazine online 
at http://www.earthmagazine.org/. Published by the American Geosciences Institute, EARTH is your source for the 
science behind the headlines.

The American Geosciences Institute is a nonprofit federation of geoscientific and professional associations that 
represents more than 250,000 geologists, geophysicists and other earth scientists. Founded in 1948, AGI provides 
information services to geoscientists, serves as a voice of shared interests in the profession, plays a major role in 
strengthening geoscience education, and strives to increase public awareness of the vital role the geosciences play in 
society’s use of resources, resiliency to natural hazards, and interaction with the environment.


