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E A R T H :  W h y  U. S .  E n e r g y  S e c u r i t y  i s  I n c r e a s i n g  

Alexandria, VA – To what extent is the United States energy independent? In recent years, Americans have heard a lot 
about the need to be unconstrained from foreign energy sources, but what do the numbers really tell us about our 
current state of independence? 

Historically, the United States has relied on a diverse energy mix. From our founding through the final years of World 
War II, the country was nearly 100 percent energy independent: relying on coal- and oil-fired power plants, as well 
as a series of massive hydroelectric dams. By the second half of the 20th century, our growing demand for electricity 
resulted in a nationwide electric grid fed not only by domestic coal and hydropower, but also nuclear energy and 
natural gas. By then, we were also importing petroleum to fuel our burgeoning transportation system. In 2005, 31 
percent of the total energy consumed in the U.S. was from imports. However, due to recent advances in natural gas 
drilling and recovery technology, in 2011 U.S. dependence on imports for total energy consumption had decreased to 
19 percent.  

Is the United States poised to regain energy independence? What would the implications be for national security and 
international relations going forward? 

Read the full article online at http://bit.ly/11QeZNz. 

Check out all of the interesting articles in the May issue of EARTH Magazine! Learn how some metals grow on trees; 
travel to Moab, Utah; and dig up rare earth elements in Jamaican red mud all in this month’s issue of EARTH. 

###

Keep up to date with the latest happenings in Earth, energy and environment news with EARTH magazine online 
at http://www.earthmagazine.org/. Published by the American Geosciences Institute, EARTH is your source for the 
science behind the headlines.

The American Geosciences Institute is a nonprofit federation of geoscientific and professional associations that 
represents more than 250,000 geologists, geophysicists and other earth scientists. Founded in 1948, AGI provides 
information services to geoscientists, serves as a voice of shared interests in the profession, plays a major role in 
strengthening geoscience education, and strives to increase public awareness of the vital role the geosciences play in 
society’s use of resources, resiliency to natural hazards, and interaction with the environment.


