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E A R T H :  D o - I t -Yo u r s e l f  L a v a  F l o w s

Alexandria, VA – It’s not every day that lava flows through a college campus parking lot. But, since January 
2010, Syracuse University has been bringing the lava to Central New York. Using commercially available 
basalt gravel and a coke-fired furnace, the geologists involved with the Syracuse University Lava Project 
are able to produce a wide range of flow morphologies and other features at a scale comparable to natural 
flows.  

Although one of the most common and voluminous types of lava flows, basaltic lava is still not completely 
understood. The majority of basaltic eruptions occur out of sight along mid-ocean ridge systems, making 
them difficult to observe in person. The Syracuse University Lava Project has transformed these typically 
dangerous and unpredictable events into controlled learning exercises where variables such as composition, 
temperature, flow rate and slope can be adjusted depending on the experiment. The project, the brainchild 
of a geologist and an artist, was originally designed to investigate the physical and aesthetic properties of 
lava as well as to create educational opportunities. The program has since expanded to involve the greater 
community.

Find out how this remarkable project is providing data for cutting-edge research and attracting public 
attention online at http://www.earthmagazine.org/article/do-it-yourself-lava-flows.

Read this story and more all in the September issue of EARTH Magazine. Discover how short supervolcanoes’ 
fuses really are; learn how superwinds blow star stuff into space; and unlock the mystery of Ireland’s 
boulders all in this month’s issue of EARTH. 

###

Keep up to date with the latest happenings in Earth, energy and environment news with EARTH magazine 
online at http://www.earthmagazine.org/. Published by the American Geosciences Institute, EARTH is your 
source for the science behind the headlines.

The American Geosciences Institute is a nonprofit federation of geoscientific and professional associations 
that represents more than 250,000 geologists, geophysicists and other earth scientists. Founded in 1948, AGI 
provides information services to geoscientists, serves as a voice of shared interests in the profession, plays 
a major role in strengthening geoscience education, and strives to increase public awareness of the vital 
role the geosciences play in society’s use of resources, resiliency to natural hazards, and interaction with the 
environment.


