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AGI Foundation Announces New Executive Director 
 
Alexandria, VA -- The American Geological Institute Foundation announces Mr. William N. Barkhouse 
as its new Executive Director. 
 
Mr. Barkhouse has been a longtime supporter of AGI and its Foundation, having served as a trustee of 
the Foundation. He has also served as Secretary of the AGI Executive Committee (2008-2010), as well 
as  serving in leadership and foundation roles for several of AGI’s Member Societies. Currently he is 
serving as a Foundation Director at the Environmental and Engineering Geophysical Society and Vice 
Chair of the Association for Women Geoscientists Foundation.  He has also served as Chairman of the 
Society of Exploration Geophysicists (SEG) Foundation (2010-2011), Vice Chair of the SEG 
Foundation (2008-2010) where he coordinated SEG Foundation’s successful $17 million fundraising 
campaign and as President of SEG (1999-2000).  
 
Not only does he have a strong background in society and foundation leadership, he has a long career 
within the energy resource business approaching 40 years, first in mining and then petroleum with 
Mobil and ExxonMobil (35 years), retiring as a senior executive in 2006. He has been a successful 
business and geoscience consultant since 2006. 
  
Mr. Barkhouse brings his skills developed during a long career in the energy resource industry and his 
knowledge of foundation leadership to the AGI Foundation. He hopes “to raise major financial gifts for 
the new AGI Center for Geoscience Understanding that will emphasize AGI’s unique geoscience 
education initiatives and critical issues forums while fully recognizing AGI as the ’Unified Voice for 
the Geosciences‘” during his time as AGI Foundation Executive Director. 
 
Mr. Barkhouse is stepping into a role that has been ably filled for the past 17 years by Dr. Jan F. van 
Sant who will continue as an Associate Director of the AGI Foundation.  
 
The American Geological Institute Foundation (AGIF) assists the American Geological Institute (AGI) 
in seeking funding and partnerships with foundations, corporations, other organizations, and individuals 
that share AGI’s commitment to create innovative Earth-science programs of benefit to all citizens. The 
Foundation provides start-up, development, or matching funds for AGI programs approved by AGIF 
trustees. The trustees represent a broad spectrum of geoscience interests and industries, including 
petroleum, mining, environmental, engineering, government, and education, and their primary role is to 
raise funds for specific programs. 
 
The American Geological Institute is a nonprofit federation of 50 geoscientific and professional 



associations that represents more than 120,000 geologists, geophysicists and other earth scientists. 
Founded in 1948, AGI provides information services to geoscientists, serves as a voice of shared 
interests in the profession, plays a major role in strengthening geoscience education, and strives to 
increase public awareness of the vital role the geosciences play in society's use of resources, resiliency 
to natural hazards, and interaction with the environment. 
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