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IMPORTANT WRITING SKILLS
FOR CAREERS IN IRE
ENVIRONMENTAL INDUSIRY
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IMPROVING AND EXEANDING WRITING
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KNOW YOUR AUDIENCE
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TIPS FOR ALL WRITTEN PRODUCTS
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LEGAL ASPECITS OF ENVIRONMENTAL WORK

Avoid qualifiers, be direct. Don’t use “Significant
impact.” Use, “Increase in concentrations of ...”

Avoid use of adjectives or adverbs that are unnecessary. Do
not write “Soil very heavily impacted.”

Write specifically "1,000 mg/kg TPH was detected in the soil."
Be succinct, use as few words as possible

Avoid clichés, colloquialisms, vernacular, conjunctions,
emaojis...
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IMPROVING MY WRITING SKILLS
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EXAMPLES

“Therefore, the project developer requested a survey for the imperiled
freshwater mussels to better understand any potential impact.”

Technical writing can be repetitive. Don’t be afraid to be
repetitive. A thesaurus is not your friend. Use regulatory ferms like
“threatened and endangered” repeatedly. Don't look for a

synonym. “Imperiled” is a lot worse than being repetitive and is
undefined in the context of T&E species.
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EXAMPLES

Original: “The proposed Facility planned for rural Virginia will impact jurisdictional
waters within the River drainage basin.”

Second try: “The proposed Facility planned for rural Virginia may contain proposails to
impact jurisdictional waters within the River drainage basin.”

The way it should be:

While the first draft indicated that the facility “will impact”, | am not sure that the new

Igﬁ(ngucge IS any better. | am not sure why the report can’t just start with a statement
ke,

“The proposed Facility is located in Virginia as indicated in Figure 1. Company was
coniracted to review the mussel population in the vicinity of the proposed project
area. Nearby perennial streams include....... .

| am unclear on why they seem to need to reference “impacts” at all. They were
hired only to review the mussel population.
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Examples

Don't increase the Standard of Care.

"Draper Aden will inspect survey the building for the presence of asbestos-
containing materials (ACM)."

"We will make-every-attempt endeavor to locate ACM in the survey area.”
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CONCLUSION

Prepare and practice writing before your professional career
Write for your audience
Stick to scope of project

Be aware of potentialliabilities, protect, don’t infroduce more

Your writing is a direct reflection of you and your company; it will be
read by others
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QUESTIONS?
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