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“Most interesting of all, 
perhaps, is the question 
whether man, by his 
prodigious combustion of 
coal …, is producing more 
carbonic acid [CO2] than 
can be eliminated by 
ordinary natural processes. 
If this production is 
excessive, the result 
eventually may be an 
unwelcome change in his 
atmospheric surroundings.“
Foreword to “Man as a 
geological agent”, 1922.
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“Man … may be 
approaching a stage when 
he should pause to 
consider whether his use 
and alteration of the crust 
of the earth itself are for 
future as well as for present 
advantage.“
Foreword to “Man as a 
geological agent”, 1922.
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