Environmental Geologist

This career compass provides options, tips, suggestions, and strategies for how a student can obtain critical
skills, experiences, and competencies in order to launch their geoscience career based on their academic
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Job Summary

An environmental geologist
investigates the release or
potential release of chemicals that
may cause contamination of soil,
groundwater, or air. They
determine location and movement
of contaminated media and
implement solutions that meet the
guidelines of regulatory agencies.
They determine geologically safe
locations for new landfills,
hazardous waste disposal sites, and
nuclear power plants. They may
use geological, physics, chemistry,
and mathematics knowledge in
exploration of underground water,
land reclamation, or other
environmental problems.
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standing. The content herein is based on data from the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, interviews with
personnel in the occupation, and research on available student opportunities.
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