Job Summary

Planetary scientists work to
improve understanding of the
planets, satellites, and smaller
bodies in the solar system
through studying their
atmosphere, surface and
interior. They work to
understand the origins of
planetary bodies and the
physical processes they
undergo. They also search for
asteroids that may pose a
hazard to Earth. Research is
carried out in laboratories in
astronomical facilities

worldwide and from spacecraft.
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This career compass provides options, tips, suggestions, and strategies for how a student can obtain critical skills,
experiences, and competencies in order to launch their geoscience career based on their academic standing. The
content herein is based on data from the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, interviews with personnel in the occupation,
and research on available student opportunities.
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