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The percentage of geoscience graduate degrees conferred from U.S. institutions to non-U.S. residents has increased 
from ~25% during 1995-2000 to almost 30% in the past few years. In comparison to other science and engineering 
disciplines, U.S. geoscience graduate programs confer only a slightly higher percentage of degrees to non-U.S. 
residents than the biological and social sciences. 

Non-U.S. Resident Graduates from U.S. Geoscience Programs

- Leila Gonzales
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Percentage of U.S. Geoscience Graduate Degrees Conferred 
to Non-U.S. Residents 

(1995-2008)

Geosciences (Master's) Geoscience Engineering (Master's)
Geosciences (Doctoral) Geoscience Engineering (Doctoral)

Source: AGI Geoscience Workforce Program, data derived from IPEDS.
Note: Geoscience CIP codes: 40.04, 40.06;  Geoscience Engineering CIP codes: 14.0802, 14.0805, 14.14, 14.21, 14.25, 14.39

Master’s Degrees:
The decrease from 20% to 13% of U.S. geoscience degrees conferred to non-U.S. residents since 1995 (see below) 
re�ects the growth in U.S. citizens graduating primarily from geology and oceanography programs. The increase 
from 27% to 40% of U.S. geoscience engineering degrees conferred to non-U.S. residents since 1995 (see below) 
re�ects the decrease in U.S. citizens graduating primarily from environmental engineering programs and a steady 
increase in non-U.S. residents graduating primarily from petroleum and environmental engineering programs.

Doctoral Degrees:
The increase from 30% to 37% of U.S. geoscience degrees conferred to non-U.S. residents since 1995 (see below) is 
primarily driven by the 67% increase in the number of non-U.S. resident geoscience doctoral graduates since 2000. 
The percentage of U.S. geoscience engineering doctoral degrees conferred to non-U.S. residents has varied 
between 50-60% since 1995 (see below). Non-U.S. residents with geoscience engineering doctorates graduate 
primarliy from either environmental or petroleum engineering programs.
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U.S. Science and Engineering Graduate Degrees 
Conferred to Non-U.S. Residents

(1995-2008)

Geosciences (incl. Geosci. Eng.)
Computer Sciences
Engineering
Physical Sciences
Biological Sciences
Social Sciences

Source: AGI Geoscience Workforce Program, data derived from IPEDS.
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