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Employment status of non-academic
geoscientists during the COVID-19
pandemic
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Between February 2020 and February 2021, 88% to 93% of
non-academic geoscientists were employed full-time, 4% to
7% were employed part-time, and 1% to 3% were employed
on a contract-basis. Furloughs were reported by 1% to 3% of
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respondents, with partial furloughs of 2 days per month the occupations
most common furlough duration. Other 3%
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For non-academic geoscientists, workplace safety continues
to be the top concern moderately to extremely driven by the
pandemic. Since August 2020, an increasing percentage
of respondents have reported concerns with the academic
rigor of higher education programs and the availability of
educational opportunities (16% to 22% and 16% to 21%,
respectively). Concerns over employment opportunities, job
security, and ability to meet financial obligations declined
over the same period.
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We will continue to provide current snapshots on the impacts
of COVID-19 on the geoscience enterprise throughout
the year. For more information, and to participate in the
study, please visit: https://www.americangeosciences.org/
workforce/covid19

Funding for this project is provided by the National Science
Foundation (Award #2029570). The results and interpretation
of the survey are the views of the American Geosciences
Institute and not those of the National Science Foundation.
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