WHAT AN AQUIFER ACTUALLY IS

Aquifers are underground layers of sand, gravel, rock, or sediment
that store and transmit groundwater.

An aquifer is NOT an underground lake.

Groundwater fills the tiny spaces (pores and cracks) between grains of rock and sediment.
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« Rainfall, streams, lakes,
and irrigation provide
water that can recharge
groundwater.

* Some water runs off,
some evaporates, and
some soaks into the ground.
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Very small pore spaces. Tiny spaces store and
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very slowly, if at all.

Groundwater moves
slowly through aquifers
from areas of higher
to lower pressure.

CONFINED AQUIFER
» Water is under pressure
from overlying layers.

* Wells may be deeper.

+ Water can rise in the well
when tapped.

GROUNDWATER MOVES SLOWLY UNDERGROUND. _
It can take days, months, or even years for water to travel short distances. ~
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