<~ What Bankfull Flow Is
&~y and Why Rivers Spill Over

~
Bankfull flow is when water fills the Rivers naturally
river channel up to the top of its banks. rise and fall. and soine

""""""""""""""""""""" overbank flow is a
Overbank flooding happens when flow normal part of river
exceeds channel capacity and spreads behavior.
onto the floodplain. .
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Not all flooding

Bankfull flow is often close to the level where a river begins interacting 0 is catastrophic; some

strongly with its floodplain. flooding is part of
how rivers function.

Why rivers spill over (@ Why this matters for policy
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Key takeaway | Rivers are designed to overflow sometimes;
floodplains are part of the river system.




