Why Floodplains Exist

Floodplains are not just empty land — they are part of how rivers work.
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How floodplains form: a natural process

o Rivers carry e High flows spread o Water slows down o Sediment is o Over time, a broad
water and sediment beyond the channel on the floodplain deposited floodplain develops
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What floodplains do Why this matters for policy

S . floodplains help reduce pressure on the channel
—~A
‘\-r @ development in floodplains can increase

' damage when floods occur

store floodwater |  slow water deposit support
temporarily down sediment ecosystems @ floodplain management is a land-use

decision as much as a hazard issue

o KEY TAKEAWAY

Floodplains exist because rivers
naturally need room to spread out.




