Hazard, Exposure, and Risk Are Not the Same

Unstable ground is the hazard. Exposure and vulnerability help determine risk.
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Policy takeaway: Hazard maps show where unstable ground may occur, but risk depends
on who and what is exposed. This distinction helps agencies interpret maps, communicate
clearly, and prioritize mitigation funding. Risk reduction can happen by reducing exposure,
strengthening infrastructure, changing land use, improving warnings, or reducing the hazard
I where possible.




